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Mr. William Gordon Citizen of Aber- 
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Y Leaſe accept of this Nedication in Teftimony 
F the greatful Reſentment that both 
-. , Clergy and Laity entertain of your learn- 
ed Htformames in Defence of the Church and Li- 


Earl to defend Chriſtianity , [o Scotland bas a 
Gentleman, a Champion in Defence of our diſtreſſed 
Church, So well was I pleaſed with your elabyrqte 
T Treatiſes, that theſe immedietely incited me to 
Second your pious Endeavours, by. publiſhing this 
Eſſay, rbat gives a ſbort Sketch of the Antiquity 
aud Uſefulneſs of Holy-days, which may convince 
all that are unprejudiced, — much theſe ſet Times 
tend to promote the Chriſtian Religion. I have 
(at much as was poſſible ) avoided to repeat what* 


* 


you haus advanced, becauſe I deſigned this as 4 


furtber Enlargement upon the Subject. oo 
I bope my. Defign will be the more acceptable, 
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82 Superior bas recommended theſe Holy-days to 


our ſtrict Obſervance, and upon which ſolemn Oc- 
cafions the Clergy are ordered to inftruft the People. 
As for Mr.Blackwel, I have nb perſonal Know- 
ledze of bim, and therefore have taken no Notice 
of bim, except in. the Title Page, Tho* I have 
canvaſſed bis Arguments:: But I am ſorr 


TY. 

| that any who call themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould 
( by their imprudent Speeches and abominable Rail- 

' Ings againſt Holy days, that have been Time with- 
ont Memory obſerved by all Chriſtian Churches ) 
open a Flood-gate to Hereſy, Schiſm, and ro 


be utter Extirpation of Chriſtain Morals, I am 
rry, that Men who pretend to Learning, and call 
themſelves the Miniſters of Feſus, ſhould contemn 
Councils and Fathers (next to ſacred Writings ) 


. the pure Fountains of Piety and Learning, eſpecial- 


ly where they give their unanimous Suffrages, New 
Modes and Fathions, however at every Turn, they 
may ſuit well enough with our ' Clothes,” get they 
will hardly become the Garb and Attire of Religion, 


which lite it ſelf, the Older it is, the better tt is, 


and renders it the more awful and venerable; but 
when Religion changes its Faſhion, and is ever and 
anon appearing in a new Dreſs ( ſuch as that of 


Modern Divinity ) all good and learned Perſons 
muſt lookupon it as anew Religion minted by Enthu- 


fraſtick Brains, So that if all would adbere to the 


good old Path of our Forefatbers, in and about the - 
firſt four Centuries { for I except the latter Part 


of the Fourth) Ithinł we ſhould fincere 


erely ofeſc 

and praſtiſe the Faith and Doftrine "Fc riſt 

Feſus, and Worſhip GOD with one. Voice and one 

| Mouth, and do all Things in Decency and Order, 
5 ä | OE 3 
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x Edin. 29th 


— .... 


| „ 
to the Glory of GOD, and to our eternal Saluatian. 
A. you bave drawn your accurate Pen in De- 


fence of our boly Religion, ſo there is no doubt of 
your Courage to draw your Sword upon all Occ «fins 


in Defence of the King and Country, For theſe 


ſacred Words, Fear GOD, Honour the King, 


are ſo deeply engraven upon your Heart, that no- 


thing can efface them, or move you from- yaur bound- 
en Duty; you cbuſe always to be the . ame, and 
that you may meet with a ſure and ſuitable Recom- 
pw for your boneſ-Labours, 2s the bearty Pr ay* 
er . 8 : 

, SIR, 


Tour moſt hamble Servant, 
and Fellow Sufferer. 


W. C. 


May. 1722 
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Chriſtians Director, Se. 


2 Y preſent Deſign i is a charitable | 
y Attempt, to vindicate the Uſe- 
fulneſs and Piety of Feſtivals 
4 and Holy-days ( inſtituted by 
5 the Church) from all Aſper- 
J ſions of ignorant or malicious 
Perſons. This has of late been 
done by a learned Laick, who likewiſe in a for- 
mer elaborate Treatiſe has illuſtrated | primitive 
Uſages, and vindicated the Liturgy ; ſo that in 
this Eſſay 1 ſhall endeavour to ſupport his Ar- 
guments, for the Benefit of all who are piouſly- 
diſpoſed to give Ear to, and to embrace the 
Truth; that by this Diſcourſe they may be ena- 
bled to improve theſe Holy Seaſons, to the tem- 
poral and eternal Advantage of their precious 
and immortal Souls. K 
ln Order to a regular Procedure in this Sub- 


— 


ject, I propoſe to ſhew, 


if, What is meant by Holy. days. 
2dly, The Lawfulneſs of — 
3dly, Their great Uſefulneſs, and the Reſpect 
1 ought t to be paid to them, 
| 1, Then , * 


. T8 3 
1ſt, Then, by Holy-days are underſtood thoſe 


which are taken out of common Days, and by 


ſpecial De are ſeparated and ſet apart, 
toGOD's ho 

GOD's own Appointment, or by the Dedicati- 
on of the Church, Remember to keep boly the Sab- 
bath Day. Sanſtiſy ye a Faſt. (a) Call a ſolemn A- 
ſembly, and gatber the Elders, and all the Inbabi- 
tants of the Land into the Houſe of the Lord your 
God, and cry unto the Lord, I went (ſays the 
Pſalmiſt) with the Multitude (b)] and brought 


them forth into the Houſe of God, in the Voice of 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving among ſuch as kept Ho- 
H. day. This (c) Day ( ſays Nebemiab) is holy 
unto the Lord your God, mourn not, nor weep. 
All the Sundays in the Year are Holy, and all 
Faſts and Feaſts which our Chureh hath ſingled 


out, and dedicated to holy Purpoſes, to the ſo- 


lemn Service and Worſhip of God; all which 
are joined to be obſer ved with all due Care and 
Solemnity: They are of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtituti- 
on, agreeable to the Scripture in the general 
"Deſign of them for the promoting of Piety, con- 
 Tonant to the Practice of the Primitive Church, 
as appears by the joint Conſent of Antiquity : 
They all relate, either to our Lord, and the re- 
markable Paſſages of his Life, viz. His Birth, 
is Circumciſion, His Manifeſtation by a Star, 
His Preſentation in the Temple, His fotry Days 
Faft, His Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion and 
Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and Giver of 
Life, and that which enſued thereupon, the —_— 
85 | Kc 


-- 


— (a) Joel 1. v. 14. (5 Pl. 42. v. 4, 5. 00 Pl. 8. 
v. 9. 


rvice and Worſhip, either by 


cumſtances of Time, it was but juſt and lawful 


ä 
of the ever Bleſſedand Glorious Trinity, moſt of 
which are the Articles of our Creed, or they relate 
to the AngePs Meſſage to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
the Mother of our Lord, for the joyful and 


happy News of a Saviour to be born into the 


World; or to our Saviour's Fore-runner Jobn 
the Baptiſt, or to St. Michael the bleſſed An- 
gels, ho are miniſtring Spirits {ent forth to Mi- 
niſter for them, who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, 
or to the ſlaughtered Innocents, to the Proto» 
Martyr St. Stepben, and to the Holy Apoſtles 
in particular, and all bleſſed Saints in general 
now in Heaven, thoſe Cloud of Witneſſes for the 
Chriſtian Faith, that have gone before us, whoſe 
Memories we deſervedly celebrate, and preſerve 


here upon Earth, with ſolemn Thanks to Al- 


mighty God, that made them the bleſſed Inſtru- 
ments of planting, confirming and propogating 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, both in their Lives and by 
their Deatits, being alſo renowned Examples and 


Paterns of Chriſtian Piety and Virtue,. and there- 
fore ought to be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 


Al} which are ſuch holy Days, as from the 
Time of their ſeveral Inſtitutions has been 
univerſally obſerved, and owned (d) by all the 

Apoſtolical Churches in the World. EN” 


Having declared what is meant by Holy Days 


and what they are, [proceed in the ſecond Place 


to ſhew the Lawfulneſs of them in order to keep- 
ing them Holy. . 


Since no Duty can be performed without Cir- 


for 


* 


(3) Conſt. Apoft. . 5. c. 13. and l. 8. c. 33. 
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1 +. % Jobn (b) refers to this way, when he ſays, 1 


_ 


| f(ro I 

for the Church to allot a certain Seaſon for the 
outward Exerciſe of Devotion, to encreaſe Men's 
inward Diſpoſitions 10 Virtue and Piety: Now, 
not to keep thoſe appointed Times Holy, is highly 
Criminal, in not obeying the Church and our 
lawful ſpiritual Superiors, whom we are to Ho- 
nour, as Watching over our Souls for our Good 
and Kdification. 

.. Firſt, Concernivg the Obſervation of the Lord's 
Day, beſides the natural Juſticeof the Thing in 
ſetting ene Day of Seven a Part for Publick and 
Chriſtian Worſhip of God; we have the Anti- 
quity and Authority of an Apoſtolical Order, 
implicitely and collaterally, at leaſt eſtabliſhing 
it among the Corinthians (e) as St. Paul had done 
before to the Churches of Galatia (f) to mate their 
Colledions for the Saints on the firſt Day of the Week, 
This was the very Day on which they uſed to 
aſſemble for the publick Worſhip of God. (g ) 
Dpon the fir / Day of the Week, wben the Diſciples 
came together to break Bread, Paul preached unto 
them: For (as St. Cbryſoſtom (b) well argues) 
wherefore ſhould St. Paul appoint that Day to the 
Churches of Galatia and Corinth, for the laying by 
in Store as God bad proſpered them; but that That 
Day by the Reſt it afforded, (and 1 may add by 
the Conveniency of their aſſembling together) 
gave them Opportunity to do it ? And more- 
over by the Bleſſing it remembred, and the ſa- 
cred Offices that were performed in it, was apt 
to incite them to a. more liberal Contribution. 


was 


— m— 


(e) 1 Cor. e., 26. 1, 2. 65 Acts 20. v. 7, 0 Hom, 
' « 11 Cot. 16. e. (h) Rev, 21. v. 10. i 


- 


(n. ) 5 
was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day: His Dips 
ciple St. Ignatius (5) calls this Day the Lord's + 


Day, the Day of the Reſucrection ot Chriſt, tha 
Queen and chiefeſt of Days: We lavs St. Bar- 
nabat) obſerve the eigtb Day with Glaaneſs, in 
which Jeſus roſe from the Dead. Now, well 
might that Day, which carried with it a Re- 


membrance of that great Deli ctance from the 


Egybtian Bondage, reſign all ine Senctity or So- 
lemnity due unto it, whe? ©24t dright Morning 
once appear d; uon which a far greater Re- 
demption was confirmed, even a Reſcue from 
the Slavery of Sin and Satin, and from Hell 
and the Grave, when Chriſt triomph'd over 
the Powers of Darkneſs. Thus the Obſer- 
ſervation of the $Savbath, which the Jews did 
ſanctify, ceaſed and was 2nried with our Sa- 
viour, and iaſtead thereof, (4) the 1eligious Ob- 
ſervation of that Day on which the Son of God 
roſe from the Dead, was traaſmitted ta the 
Church of God by tbe conſtant Practice of the Ho- 
ly Apoſties, and 10 continued in all Ages. So that 
with Socrates we may ſay, (i) that this Day (as 


well as other Holy Days) was obſerved from the 


very beginning, rather by Practice than Precept. 
Now what greater Authority can we have for 
the Obſervation of the Lord's Day, for Infant 
Bapiiim, for communicating of Women, &c. 
than, ancient Practice at (n) all Times and in all 
8 ey Places, 


# 0 


0 Ad magnes Epiſt 15. (k) Cod. Joft. lid. 3. Tit. 12: 
de Feriis, & Cog. Thead. Lib. 2. Tit. 3. de Fetiis. ib. Lib. 
15. Tir. 5. de Spit, (1) Hift J. 5. c. 22. (n) Vinc. Ly. 


zin. Quod ubque, quod ſemper, quod apud omnes, 
c. ; 


| | 6 3-3 
Places, ſo that if the Faſts and Feſtivals of our 
Church have been (as ſhall be proven) always, 
every where, and conſtantly uſed, they have all 
theſe Qualifications that are neceſlary to eſtabliſh 


a Truth (n) and ſuch as nothing but a ſchiſma- 


tical Oppoſition to Orthodox and good Order 
can contradict. And [affirm that the other Ho- 
ly Days ſtand upon the fame bottom with Sun- 
days, viz, upon the Authority of the Church, 
and are all of them either of Apoſtolical or Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Practice, and ſome of them at leaſt 
can plead the ſame Antiquity, and run up their 
Pedigree as high, or very near the ſame Time, 
particularly Eaſter, Whitſunday, Epipbany, Cbriſſ. 
maſs, the Quadrageſima, or Lent Faß, the Holy 
Week before Eaſter, commonly called Paſſion 
Week, and Good Friday in particular, which are 
all very ancient, and univerſally practis d in the 
very firſt Ages of the Church. 5 
As for Eafter St. (o) Paul deſires this Feſtiva 
to be obſerved, for having been ſollicited by 
Priſcilla and Aquila to tarry longer at Epheſus, be 
conſented not, but bad them farewell, ſaying, I muſt 
needs by all means keep the Feaft that cometh in je- 
ruſalem ; where he declares openly his Intention 
and Reſolution to keep the Feaſt of the Paſſover, 
which he there by way of Eminence calls the 
Feaſt, and to the Corinthians (p) (he ſays) For 
even Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us, there · 
fore let us keep the Feaſt, not with old Leaven, &c. 
i. e. not in the Jewiſh but Chriſtian Senſe; for 
the Jewiſh Obſervance thereof, togetherewith all 


the 


0 w. G. Letter to Mr. Mel ill, c. o) As 18. 5. 
zl, (2 s Cor. Ge 30 . 8, 9. = ; ( . F 


Ce. 


r 


q | ks — — . — ans. 


174 


| 13 | 
the Moſaick Rites and Ceremonies were a good 
while before that abrogated, and their Obligati- 
on to be void and null, by a Synodical Decree 
(p) at Jeruſalem, This principal Feaſt was the 
| annual Commemoration of our Lord's Reſurre- 
Sion, which has no more Relation to the Jewy/b 
| Paſſover, than that this Letter was a Type of the 
former, which was a greater Mercy and Delive- 
rance, even a Redeeming all the Race of Man- 
kind from the deſtroying Power of Sin and Satan. 
No to keep this Feaſt cannot be underſtood 
| | in a Fewiſh Senſe, for both St. Paul and the other 
Apoſtles knew very well, that our Saviour had 
put an End to all ſuch kind of JIewiſb Obſervations 
by his Death upon the Croſs, when all that con- 
| cerned the Jewj/h OEconomy was finiſhed, and 
the Vail of the Temple rent in twain - Now 
to have obſerved it if after the Jewiſ Manner, 
had been in effect, to have denied our Savi- | 
«|» ovr tobe come in the Fleſh, and to have ſuffe- | 
red, died and roſe for us. Therefore, it muſt ne- 


ceſſatily be meant of the Chriſtian Paſſover, or 
our Eſter, which (4) St. Auguſtine will have to 
bear Date with the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt's ſelf; 
and if ſo, then it muſt be at leaſt fifty Days ol- 
der than Pentecoſt. Moreover he ſays, That it 
was our Saviour himſelt that inſtituted Eaſter, 
and ordered ir to be kept Holy, and by virtue of 
it, all the Sundays of the Year beſides, being 
for this Cauſe called by (r) the Apoſtles the 
Lord's Day, and by the (/) Fathers, God's 
own Eaſter, the Queen of Feaſts, the high- +4 
| oF i 
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1 Acts. (2) Ep. tig (7) Rev. 1. v. 10. 
phan. & Nazian. Orat, in Paſen. 


(ina) 
eſt of all Feaſts, and the Feaſt of Feaſts, and by 
them and our (t) own Church, the Day which 
the Lord hath made. In the Age immediately 
ſucceeding the Apoſtles, we find the Obſerya- 
tion thereof both enjoined and practiſed, as ap- 
pears by the Eignthand Sixty ninth Canons of the 
Apoſtles, which commands every Bifhop, Preſ- 
byter and Deacon, to celebrate after the vernal 
Equinox, the holy Faſter Day. The Controver- 
ſy chat arvſe about the preciſe Time, is an inde- 
lible Mark vi its Antiquity, where St. Polycarp 
who Was one of Sr, John's Diicipies, was perſo- 
nally preſent. For the ending of which Contro- 
verſy, the Emperor Co ſtantine ſummoned the 
firſt general Council of Nice, which ordained Ea- 
Ter tobe kept on one and the fame Day, through- 
out the World, not according to the ZFewiſh Ac» 
count, but (as we now obſerve it) upon the 
firſt Sunday after the Kit ull Moon, which 
happens next after ine One and Twentieth Day 
of March: And if the full Moon happens upon 
a Sunday, Eaſter Day is tne Sunday after, And 
this Decree he ratified and publiſhed in his (w) 
Imperial Letter to all the Chriſtian Chorches, 
recorded by Euſebius in his Life; wherein, trea- 


ting about the moſt holy Day of Eaſter, he 


ſays expreſly, That we have received this venerable 
Feſtival from our Saviour, as that by which we 

hold the Hope of Immortality. 
The Obſervation of this Day is as ancient as 
the glorious ReſurreQion of our bleſſed * 
| | „ 


9 l. 18. 24. For the Day. (w) Epiſt. ad oma- 
Eceleſ. apud Euſe bh. de vita Conf. l. y c. 17, 18. Ce. 


. 


7 
| 
8 


Whitſuntide, 


C 15 ) ; 
The Fathers (u) call it the bright and glorions 
Day of Chriſt's riſing from the Dead, the nobleſt 
of the Chriſtian Solemnities, the holy and ve- 
nerable Day that brought Life into the Warld, 
the great and holy Sunday, the Day in which 
the Hopes of Eternity were confirmed to us; and 
the great Day in which Salvation was given to 
the World. We call it Eaſter-day, from Oeſt, 
that ſignifies ariſing, or the Eaſt Star, which 
import a Luminary from Heaven: Therefore 
it is moſt emphatically applied to Chriſt and his 
Reſurrection, whoſe Name (s) is Branch or the 
Eaſt, and who likewiſe is the bright Morning 
Star. Naxianzen (y) intimates, that the Eves 
or Vigils of this Feſtival were wont to be cele- 
brated with Multitudes of lighted Torches in 


their Churches and private Houſes: And this 


they obſerved, as a Forerunner of that ſtupen- 
dious Light, even the Sun of Righteouſneſs, which 
the next Day aroſe upon the World, with Hea- 
ling under his Wings, | 
St. Cyprian (2) acquaints us, that the Crime 
of the lapſed into Idolatry were ſo hainous, that 


he wept for them Day and Night, amidſt the So - 


lemnities of Eaſter Feſtival, (a) which as Tertuli- 
an obſerved of it, laſted from Eaſter-Day to 

For keeping of Faſter (b) (I think) we have 
the poſitive Inſtitution of St. Paul, who certainly 


had it authorized by the reſt of the Apoſtles, for 


even 


(A) St. china. Tom. 5. (v Euſeb. ut ſupra. 2 | 
Zac. 3. 8. and 6. 1, (3) a 2. in Paſch. "© 59 


21: A. D. 250. 7 : 1 
C J. v. 7. 8. he _— —_— PR 


, ( 1s 
even Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us; there- 


fore let us keep the Feaſt, not with qd Leaven, nei. | 
ther with the Leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs ; þ 


but with the unleavened Bread of Sincerity and Truth, 
i. e. Remember that you are Chriſtians, that 
Chriſt the Son of God, the true Paſchal Lamb 


was ſlain for your Redemption from Sin ard Mi- 
ſery; it is impoſſible you can be in bis true 
Church, or perform any acceptable Service to 
him, unleſs you clear and purge your ſelves of 


Wickedneſs and wicked Perſons, (a) with as 
much Care and Concern as the Jews did their 


Houſes of old Leaven, before they eat their Paſſo- 


ver. Therefore in the ſolemn Commemoration 


of the Chriſtian Paſſover of his Oblation and Re- 


ſurrection, repreſented” in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, that was always upon this grand 
 Feftival celebrated, you muſt keep the ſaid Feaſt, 
or (d) Holy-Day, by living up to the Goſpel 
Purity and Sincerity; For which End be ſure to 
free your ſelves of all open, unclean Practices, 
and vile notorious Offenders, knowing this, that 
ſuch if unpuniſhed and mingled with you, will in 
a little Time, like Leaven, corrupt and ſpoil the 

Principles of the whole Church, 

Confflantine in his foreſaid Epiſtle to the 
whole Church, takes Notice of the determinate 
fixt Lent Faſts, as preparatory to Euſter, which 


were alſo enjoined under a Penalty, to be ob- 


ſerved both by the Clergy and Laity in the fixty 


ninth Apoſtolical Canon, that cexpreſly menti- 


ons the Holy Quadrageſimal, or Leat Faſt, to- 
| | gether 


(c) V. 3. Ke. (4) as inthe Margin vi the Bible. 


got d as ey 


ther with the four Days, 


>, 


) 
and the Preparation; 


which doubtleſs includes and denotes the annual | 
{Lent Faſt, or the Weekly Medneſdays and Fridays 

{Faſts, as both in Uſe, ' and under Eccleſiaſtical 
lajonction even in theſe early Days, and accore 
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dingly has been. obſerved all along, and ſtill 
continues to be ſo in our Church. 


St. (e) Ignatius, after exhorting both Clergy 


7 and Laity, not to ſlight, contemn, diſhonour, 
or profane the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church, 


he deſcends to particulars, and takes notice of 
the Lent- Faſt as the Copy of our Lord's Conver- 
ſation hece upon Earth; of the Paſſion Week, 
or Holy Week before Eaſter, and therein of the 
fourth Day, or the Wedneſday, wherein our Sa- 
viour was betrayed, and Good-Friday called the 


4 Paſſover, becauſe it was the Day of the Fewiſh 


Preparation, in which our Saviour ſuffered : For, 
which Reaſon the weekly Wedneſdays and Fri- 


days throughout the Year, have been obſerved as 
Days of Abſtinence, even from the Beginning 
to this very Day. Alſo St. Ignatius, together 


N 


wich the Lord's Day, makes expreſs Mention of 


the Paſſover, or Paſcal Feaſt, the ſame with our 


» Eaſter. | 


That Faſting is a Duty, and may be appointed 
by the Church, ſure none will deny, but ſach _ 
Perſons as reproached (f) King David, when 
he wept and chaſtiſed his Soul with Faſting, 
Our Saviour ſays unto the Diſciples of Sz, Jobs 
(who were ſurprized that his Diſciples did not 
Faſt) the Days will come where the —_ 

B 


(8) Ep ſt. ad Philad. P · 111. Ed. Voſs. (f) PI 69. v. 10. 
(2) 9v. 14, 13. St. Mal. 6. v 16. 
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I; 
| ſhall be taken from them, and then ſhall they 
Faſt. Chriſt (b) gives Directions how to Faſt. 


When you faſt, be not as the Hypocrites, && 
Tertullian (i) expreſly ſays, that the Chriſtians 
dedicated to the Offices of Piety, the fourth and 
ſixth Day of the Week, ſtilled Stationary Days. 
Clemens Alexandrinus ſays, That the Chriſtians 
underſtood the ſecret Reaſons of their Weekly 
Feaſts ; namely (1 ſuppoſe ) that upon the one 
Chriſt was arraigned and condemned, and u 

the other crucified, The whole () Lent ( ſays the 
goth Laodicean Canon) muſt be faſted by eating 
only dry Meats. That the Primitive Chriſtians 
abſtained from Fleſh and Wine, we learn from the 
45 and 46 A poſtolical Canons, where is forbid 
Abſtinence from thoſe on Feſtival Days, unleſs 
for Mortification ; this implies that upon Faſt 
Days, they abſtained from Fleſh and Wine. 


The Primitive Church appointed Lent and 
Aſh Weaneſaay, for exerting its Diſcipline againſt 


Delinquents, the Loſs of which Practice, is much | 


to be regreted. Tertullian () St. (m) Ambroſe and 


(n) Sozomen give a diſtinct Account of Peni- 9 


tents upon Aſh Wedneſday, when they were co- 


vered with Aſhes and Sackcloath, with Tears 
begging to be reconciled to the Church. 


St. Cyril (o) ſays that the Primitive Church 
on Faſt Days abſtained from drinking Wine and 


eating Fleſh, The 52d Laodicean Canon for- 


bids Marriages or Birth-Days to be celebrated 
| 2 during 


| —— 


— 


(5 De Jejun. c. 2. (i) An. Dom. 367. (K) De Pudic. 


(!) de Pœait. (m) Ecclef, Hift, Dil, c. 54. (u) · Hieron. 
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during the Time of Lent. St. Baſs] (ſpeaking 
of Lent Faſt) ſays, Thou waiteſt for the Even- 
ing, rhat thou mayeſt refreſh, they. ſelf ; for 


| ' theſe Faſts were appointed for ſubduing the 


Fleſhto the Spirits, that both may join in the 
Service of Gad, and in the Offices of holy Re- 

ligion. f 
In the Veſtern Church Co) on good Friday, 
the holy Prieits made our Saviour 's Suffering 
the Sub jed of their Diſcourſes to the People, 
whom they inſtructed upon that Occaſion in 
the Myſteries of our Redemption, and all the 
People, except ſuch as were excuſed by Age 
or Sickneſs, were bound to faſt the whole Day, 
till the Pcieſt towards Evening with a loud 
Voice proclaimed publick Abſolution ; and this 
upon the Penalty of being excluded from the 
Lord's Table at Eaſter. The Deſign whereof 
Was, that by this outward. Teſtimony of their 
true Repentance for their Sins, and by the Be- 
nefit of Prieſtly Abſolution they might be the 
better fitted to ſolemnize the grand Feſtival of 
our Saviour's Reſurrection, and to eat the 
Chriſtian Paſſover. In the primitive Church 
this was called the gr-at and holy Week; be- 
cauſe then was tranſacked the Affair of the 
greateſt Importance, to the Happineſs of ſinful 
Man, even to ſecure his Salvation, by conque- 
ring Death, aboliſhing the Devil's Tyranny, 
and reconciling GOD and Man. It wascal- 
led Holy, from thoſe devout Exerciſes which 
Chriſtians imployed themſelves in upon this 
| B 2 Occa- 


(9) Core. Tolet. 4+ C. 6. J. 7 
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Occaſion. At this Seaſon (p) all Law Snits 
ceaſed, the Tribunal Doors were ſhut, and 
Priſoners ſet fgee: Alſo Penitents were re- 
conciled and received into the Communion of 


the Church. St. Auguſtine (q) calls Good Fri- 


day, with the Satuday and Sunday following, 


the moſt ſacred Three Days of Chriſt, crucified, 
buried and raiſed again. 

From the very firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, it 
was Cuſtomary for the Chriſtians to ſet apart 


ſome Time for Mortification and Self-denial, 
to prepare themſelves for the Feaſt of Eafter 
Ireneus (r) who lived but ninety Years from 


the Death of St. John, and converſed familiar- 
ly with St, Pohcarp, as Polycasp did with St. 
John, has happened to let us know, that as it 


was obſerved in his Time, ſo it was in that of 
his Predeceſſors. By the holy Faſts then are 
meant, ſuch Days oy Seaſons, wherein the 
Church in Conformity to primitive Practice, 
has enjoin'd all her Members to ſubdue the 
Corruption of their Natnre and irregular At- 
feftions, by the Duties of Faſting and Humi- 


liation,and by more than ordinary ſtrict Courſe 
of penitential Living. | 
Many of the Ancients mention alſo Whze- 
ſunday as ſubſequent to Eaſter, whoſe Obſerva- 
tion is likewiſe imemmorial. The Author of the 
Queſtions and Anſwers in Juſtin Martyr, tells us, 
| | | hat 


O)] Euſeb. ſupra l. 4.ci8. St. Ambr. Ep. 33. cod. Theod. 
I. 9. Tit. 25. de Queſtion. St. Chiyfoft, Hom. 10. ad 
Pop. Antioch. 9. Epitaph Fabioæ. 

'q) Epift 178. | 
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21 
That (x) Ireneus made Mention of it in a Book, 
which he wrote concerning Eaſter, now loſt. 
And * Tertullian the ſame in ſeveral Places of 
his Writings, So does Þ Origin vindicate the 
Chriſtian Obſervation of Eaſter and Whitſunday 
and Good- Friday, together with the other Feaſts 
of the Church from being at all concerned with 
thoſe Days, for which St. Pau} blames the Ju- 
daizing * Galatians. No doubt but St. Paul 
obſerved Whitſunday, when he tells us, that he 


haſtned, if it were poſſible for him, to be at Je- 


ruſalem the Day of Pentecoſt, that he might cele- 
brate this Feaſt in a Chriſtian Manner, in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Fewi/h Celebration thereof, which was 
now to expire, and give Way to the other. For 
this was the very Day in which the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcended upon the Apoſtles and Diſciples, that 
according to our Saviour's own Appointment, 
were met together with one Accord, in one 


Place at Jeruſalem. Certainly ſuch a remarkable 
Event, attended with ſuch 


prizing and aſto- 
niſhing Circumſtances, and of fuch univerſal and 
publick Advantage to the Church, could not 
but be taken Notice of in anAnniverſary Comme=- 
moration. For the Righteauſneſs of the Apo- 
ſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, was commanded 
by our Saviour to exceed the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſces; Now, if theſe latter 

| ob. 


(x) Queſt. x15, * De Idol. c. r4.p. 54. & de Coron.c. 3 
N 162, de Bapt. r. 19. p. 232. f contra Cels. L.. Part 2+ 
Fan; c. 14. 10. f Acts 20. v. io, (m) Euſeb. Hiſt. Ecel 
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obſerved Publick Days in Teſtimony of their 


Gratitude for Publick Bleſſings and Mei cies re- 
ceived, ſo queſtionleſs the Apoſtles did the ſame. 
The Jews kept a Feaſt at Penticoſt, in Memory of 
God's giving them the Law at that Time, and 
hath not the Chriſtian Church well appointed 
us to obſerve with Thankfulneſs our Pentecoſt ? 
At which Time Chriſt ſent down the Holy 
Ghoſt on the Apoſtles and others, enabling 
them them to writ for us the. Goſpel, and tode- 
liver unto us all neceſſary, ſaving and comfort- 
ing Truth. If the Jews (g) lawfully kept the Feaſt 


of Dedication, inſtituted for the Memory of 


Gad's Mercy unto them, after Antiochius's Pro- 
phanation of the SanQuary as verily they, and 
Chriſt witneſſed thereunto, much more may we 
lawfully, in a thankful Remembrance of any great 
Deliverance or Favour of God, obſerve a Solem- 
nity, which publick Authrity ſhall ordain or 
conſtant univerſal Practice has eſtabliſhed. 
Moreover (b) it i; obferveable, that both our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles in their firſt propagat- 
ing the Goſpel, came as near to the Jews (as 
poſlibly they could) in many of their ancieut [n- 
ſtitutions, Cuſtoms and Practices, that were not 
wholly Typical and Ceremonious. For jour Sa- 
viour being their Meſſiab in the firſt Place, 
was very deſirous to endear himſelf to them, 


and by all Means to give them as little 


Offence in his Conſtitutions, as was poſſible ; 

and therefore hath retained ſome of their great 

Cuſtoms, adopted them into his own Religion, 

| , ork Y 3+ +34 os 
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(g) St. John 10. 22. (0) Euſeb. demenſtra. Evang. 
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23 
and advanced them into the moſt ſolemn and 
Holy Sacraments. Thus he borrowed Baptiſm, 
from the Jewiſh Cuſtoms of initiating and admit- 
ting Proſelytes by waſhing ; alſo from their 
Prectice after Supper of diſtributing Bread, and 
drinking Wine about the Table, in Tokeg of 
Charity and Brotherlineſs among them. More- 
over we Read, that he frequented their Syna- 


gogues, and reſorted to their Temple, at the 


vſual Hours of Prayer, and in what Part of the 


Country ſoever he was, he would be fure to be 


up at Jeruſalem at their ſolemn Feaſts. The A- 
poſtles conform to their Maſters Example ac- 
commodated themſelves to the levi Practices 
in ſeveral particular Inſtances, and made as ſmalt 
and as few Alterations as they could; for what- 
ſoever was capable of being made Uſeful and Ser- 
viceable to the Purpoſes of Chriſtianity, they 
embraced and retained with great Wiſdom and 
Prudence, that they might thereby the more ea- 
fily gain them over to the Chriſtian Religion. 
They were far from making an irreconcilable 
Breach, or laying ſuch ſtumbling Blocks in their 
Way; they were far from the Temper and Pra- 
ctice of ſome of our modern Reformers, who 
think they they cannot be far enough from Rome, 
valeſs inall Things they tread Antipodes, and be 
diametrically oppoſite to it ; Thus ſome will not 
ſay the Lord's Prayer, becauſe it is in the Maſs- 
Book. | ; 

Alſo Time, whether generally or particular- 
ly conſidered, is indifferent and common to all 
Religions, and neither morally good nor bad in it 
ſelf, but accordingly as it is clothed with Gircum- 

oo EEE * ſtances, 


| 24 ) | 
cumſtances, and joined and affected by good or 
bad Things, and provided it be freed from the 
ewiſh Superſtitions and Obſervances, it may ſafe- 
6 be applied to Chriſtian Uſes, It being 
then apparent, that it was both our Savicur's 
and his Apoſtles Deſign to recede from the 
Jews as little as they could, and give them as 
few Exceptions as wefe poſſible, on Purpoſe that 
Chriſtianity might find the eaſier Reception a. 
mohg them; threfore we are morally, as certain 
as we can be, in a Matter, whereof there is no 
expreſs Account in Scripture, that they did 
without any Scruple ſo far comply with the Jews, 
as to inſtitute and obſerve ſome of the Chriſtian 
- Feaſts at the very Time that the Jews obſerved 
theirs, 'and particularly the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
and conſequently St. Paul might (not without 
Reaſon) be ſaid to make Haſte to Jeruſalem, to 
obſerve * the Chriſtian Pentecoſt, and conſe- 
quently, he obſerved the Eaſter before. 

It is ſtrange -after all, that ſhall be adduced 
from the Ancients the beſt Interpreters of holy 
Writ, and who have honeſtly handed down to 
us the Canon of the Scriptures, Primitive Pra- 
Qice, that ſtill ſome Men will (* Jhave all Primi- 
tive Uſages proved diretly from Scripture. 
Whereas (as I have already inſinuated) the ſacred 
Coge takes no Notice of any other Things which 
we allow of at this Day to be (if not of Divine) 
yet of Apoſtolical Appointment, and without 
Doubt had the ſame Original, but have no where 
in Scripture any direct and expreſs Warrant or 


PI 


<0 Epipham, Hzres7 5. 
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poſitive Inſtitution, ſuch as Infant Baptiſm , 


Women's receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper, and the Obſervation of the Lord's Day; 
together with ſome others which are under no 
ſpecial Command at all, but to be collected from 
obſcure Paſſages, and by Hints and Intimarions 
in Scripture, compared with the conſtant Tra- 
dition and univerſal Practice of the Church, both 
in that and after Ages; whereof we have a good 
and clear Account in ſuch Primitive Writers, 


as God Almighty's Providence has handed down 


to us, for our better Satisfaction in theſe Mat- 
ters, whereof no Doubt is to be made, Indeed 


all the ancient Councils and Fathers mention the 


* Celebration of Pentecoſt. Particularly the 
Council of Nice, and after that Council of * E- 


- Tiberus ſays, That an evil Cuſtom be amended, ' 
-that all may obſerve the Day of Pentecoſt after 
, Eaſter. St. Auguſtin (c) ſays, That the Faſt of 


the Paſſion of our Lord, the Feſtivals of Reſur- 
reaion, Aſcenſion, Pentecoſt, and other Feſti- 
vals that were celebrated in 'the Church, were 
without doubt either conſtituted by general 
Councils,or by the Apoſtles, ſo that ( I may ſay 
with (*) Lorinus) that it is intolerable Impn- 
dence for any to deny tbe Antiquity of this and 
other Feſtivals, eſpecially when -þ Pbilo, Irene- 
is Tertulian, Clemens Origin, &c. relate, with 
what Veneration the Primitive Chriſtians ob- 
ſerved them. 


The 


— 


* Vide Sorinum in Acta Apoſtol. c. 5. 16. p. 395, * 


7. 43. (c) Er. 118. ad Joan, (x) ut ſupta p. 9. + De- 
vita contemplutiva. | bo 
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The (s) Wedneſday, Thurſday, and Friday in 
 Whitſun-week, were obſerved as Days of Humi- 
liation and Supplication, for a Bleſſing upon the 
Wark of Ordination ( which was uſually on the 
next Sunday being Trinity Sunday ) in Imitation 
of the + Apoſtolical Practice. 8 
Thus the Ember Weeks (called ſo, either from 
ſprinkling Aſhes upon the Head, or for baking 
Bread upon the hot Aſhes) were inſtituted for 
the conſecrating to God the Four Seaſons of the 
Year; and for imploring his Bleſſing by Faſting | 
and Prayer, upon the Ordinations performed in 
the Church at thoſe Times, in Conformity to the 
practice of the Apoſtles, who when they ſepara- 
ted Perſons for the Work of the Miniſtry, pray- 
ed and faſted before they laid on Hands, One 
great Uſe of thoſe Days is, that the Peopleſknow- 
ing the Times, mey if they pleaſe be preſent, ei- 
ther to approve the Choice made by the Biſhop, 
or to object againſt thoſe whom they know to be 
unworthy, f | 
Rogation-W eek (2) is ſo called, from the Li- 
tanics and extraordinary Supplications, which 
(with Faſting) were at this Time offered up to 
God by devour Chriſtians; not only to prepare 
us fox the due Celebration of the approaching 
Feaſt of our Lord's Aſcenſion; but alſo to im- 
plore God's Bleſſing upon the Fruits of the Earth 
( which at this Time of the. Year being tender, 
are eaſily hurt ) and by fervent Prayers to ap- 
| peaſe 


(x) Athanas Apolog. de fugz ſua, 6 6. Tom. 2, . 
323- Concil. Gerund, Can. 2. 1 col. 1568. 7 

V Acts 13. 3. : 

(z) Wheatley upon the Common Prayer, P. 210, 
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(-27) 
peaſe God's, Wrath, and deprecate his Oiſpleg- 
ſure, 

The Feaſt of the Epiphany, in Memory of that 
miraculous Appearance of the Star at our Savi- 
our's Birth, which guided the Wiſemen to 
Chriſt ; and of the glorious Manifeitation of the 


holy Trinity at his Baptiſm, has the like Suffra- 


ges from Antiquity ; and particularly St. Cbry- 
ſoſtom + and St. Auguſtine, who tell us, that the 
Solemnity of this Day was known throughout 
the whole World, and generally obſerved, ex- 
cept by the Donatiſts, who would not keep it, 
becauſe they were Schiſmaticks, loved not Uni- 
ty; and becauſe they hated the Eaſtern Church, 


where the Star * appeared. Eaſter Day, with 


_ Chriſt's Nativity, Epiphany and Pentecof}, were 


Days of ſo high Solemnity, as all the Clergy 
were + bound upon Pain of Excommunication 
for Three Years, not to be abſent from their 
Cures at any of them. It was called che Day 
of the + holy Lights; for which Reaſon the 
Churches to Day were adorned with a great 
Number of Lights and Tapers, commemorating 
the great Light that came to ligbten the Gentiles 
that ſat in Darkneſs, and to be tbe Glory of the 

People of Iſrael, | 
From this Feaſt of the Epiphany, we may well 
and ſafely collect the ancient Obſervationof —_ 
| maſs 


— —— 


+. Hom. 23. de Baptiſ. Tit. 2. P. 248. 32 Ser, de 
Tempore, | 

„ Hierom. Comment. tn Ezech, c. 1. Ft. Auguſt. 
orut. 5. de Epiphan. Nazianzen. orat de nativit. St. 
Baſil de nativ. Chrifti, „ 

T Concil. Agathen. c. 6. 
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muß, in Memory of our Saviour's Nativity, and 
St. Chryſoſtom ſays, the keeping of it was ancient 

even from the firſt Times, and is one of the Signs 
of our Love to Chriſt, he refers to the Cenſural 
Tables at Rome. St. ( Auguſtine(a very ſufficient 
Voucher in theſe Matters) ſays, it was the Cuſ- 
tom of the Church to keep this Day upon the 
25th of December. Tho' if the Day was miſ- | 
taken, it is of no Moment, if the Duty of the | 
Day be performed with true Devotion, The | 
ancient Celebration of this Day has | been, | 
noticed in the Sermons of many Fathers, and of 
the * Lutheran and Calvin Teachers. The im- 
memorable Obſervation of it is an Argument of 
its primitive laſtitution ; and if a Day be ob- 
ſerved, it is no Matter of Moment what anni- 
verſary Day it be; why may not the Memorial 
of our Saviour's Nativity be celebrated ona Day 
varying from its true Original; as well as the 
Lord's Supper is miſ-timed from its firſt Inſtitu- * 
tion, now in the Morning, then at Night, Sois 
the - Lord's Day, beginning in the Apoſtles 
Times (conform to the Jewiſh Sabbath) at the 
Evening preceeding, with us at one in the Mor- 
ning. God ſtandeth not upon Punctilio's 2 
| an, 
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Orat in Natal. Dom. Tom. 5. Edit. Savil. (æ) Ep. 119. 
where the 25th of December is ſet down as the Nauvity of 
Cnrift. | 

1 Greg. Naz. in S. Lum. orat. 39. Tom. P. 624. | 

* Vid. Nazian. & St. Bafil. ticm, de nativ. Chrifti | 

+ Vid. Syniag. Gonfeſ. Fid. prim. Genev. Calvini | 
© 8 harmoniam Evang. in Suc. c. 1. Zznch. uſu, Bulinge- 
|S. rum, Polari Syntagma Theol. Meianctonum in Reſpon- 
. Proteſt. Bucerum in 12 Mat. Chyftzum Dalleum. 
Ki + Vid. Alliance of divine Office by Le trange, p. 125. 
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Man, no, not in Ceremonials of his own Deſig- 
nation; wherein he diſpenſeth with the Church's 
Liberty to vary, Neceſlity or juſt Occaſion in- 
viting. In the Obſervation then of this Day 


why may we not do conform to the PraQtice of 


the Catholick Church. To ſtand upon ſuch Ni- 
ceties, is but a peeviſh Kind of Devotion, meer 
Superſtition: And the next Way to bring the 


b- great Myſtery of our Saviour's Incarnation into 


Contempt. 

James Revius in his Edition of the Canons of 
the Synod of Dort, tells us, what Reſpect they 
paid to this and other Feſtivals. The Nativity 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was now at Hand, in 


order to whoſe Celebration, the Actions of the 


Synod were for ſome few Days to be interrupted 
The ſeveral Churches ( declares the * Canon) 
ſhall obſerve over and beſide the Lord's Day 
the Day alſo of Chriſt's Nativity, Eaſter alſo and 
Whit@nday, with the Day following; and be- 
cauſe in many Places and Cities of Belgia, more- 
over the Feaſt of Chriſt's Circumciſion and Aſ- 
cenſion are celebrated alſo; The Miniſters ſhall 
vſe their beſt Endeavours, that the Magiſtrates 
Conſent firſt obtained, they, in ſuch Places 
where theſe Days are not yet received into Uſe, 
would conform to the Practice of others, 

In fine, let our Adverſaries be in their Decla- 
mations againſt other Feſtivals, as obſtreperous 
aud loud as they pleaſe ; ſuch Clamours we can 
both hear and pit): But when they decry with 
ſo much Noiſe this grand Feſtival], together with 
that of our Saviours Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 

| : and 
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(x) Seſſia 36. Dec. 1 9. 7 Canon 63. 
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and the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt! am afraid, the 

Deſign is (and has proven in thoſe licentious 

Times) dangerous to Chriſtianity it ſelf, conſide- 
ring that the main Fundamentals of our Faith have ; 

ſuch directors and immediate Reference to theſe 
Feaſts ; and that the yearly Celebration of them, 
is but a tacite aniverſary rehearſal of the chief 
Articles ofour Creed, Now to ſay that this is 
done every Lord's Day, will not come up to the 
good and laudable Practice of the Church inſet- 
ting a part ſolemn Seaſons for celebrating the 
ſeveral Days for the Inſtruction and Edificati- 
on of the People, for it is impracticable in one 
1 or many Lord's Days to commemorate the Hiſto- 
8 ry, Actions, and all the Doctrines of Chriſt, 
| | 18 and his Apoſtles; that Work (as the Church 
8 appoints ) requires a whole Year, and deſerves 
at Annually to be repeated, in order to Keep vp 
8k the ſacred Memory of them, The Obſervation 
BB of thoſe holy Days will incite us to make® daily 
F. | . Progreſs in Piety and Virtue, that we may be 
"1 conformed to theſe beloved Objects, we then 
8 | commemorate. Wherefore let us put in Pra- 

i Qice their divine Virtues, which will render vs 
IN amicable inthe ſight of the Almighty ; let vs be 


BY moſt thankful for the miraculous Condeſcenſion 
= of the Incarnation of the Son of God. Let vs ce- 
11 lebrate it with ſpiritual Joy, not in Riotouſneſs ; 
let our Joy be expreſſed in holy Lives by offering 
unto Cod our daily Sacrifice of Gratitude and 
Glory, for the incomprehenſible excellency of 
his Goodneſs, and the Power of that tender and 
unbounded Comprſlion, which hath entituled us 

| to 


(2  - 
to be partakes of the divine Nature, if we for- 
feit it not. | 2 
+ The Martydom of the holy Innocents by the 
cruelty of Herod, (who was jealous, that our Sa- 
viour would take the temporal Kingdom of the 
Jews from him) is mentioned by Origen, as what 
was by the Holy Fathers, commanded (according 
to the Will of God) to be for ever celebrated in 
the Church. It was the Senſe of the * Church 
that they were Martyrs tho' incapable of mak- 
ing the Choice; God having ſupplied the De- 
tects of their Will, by his own Acceptation of th 
Thing. | 4 
As for the Fealt of Circumciſion I dare not 
affix any remote Antiquity to this Feaſt, becauſe 
it falling upon the Callends of January, which 
the Heathens obſerved with Revellings and pro- 
phane Appendants of Idolatry, both St. (x) Chbry- 


ſoſtom calls it theDeviPs Feſtival, and the. Council 


of Trullo decrees it, that the Feaſt called the Cal- 
lands, be utterly taken away from the Cuſtom, 
and Society of the Faithful. But I think our 


Church may lawful Order, the Obſervation 


of it in a Chriſtian Way, wherein we comme- 
morate the Circumciſion of Chriſt, in obedience 
to the Jewiſh Law, which prefigured the ſheds 
ding of his Blood and the Circumciſion of the 
skin of the Heart, in loving God and obeying 
his Laws ; upon which Day alſo we commemo- 
rate the Name given to Chriſt Jeſus, Emanuel, 
God who came to ſave the wbole World: And 
when 
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T St. Mat. 26. * Hom. z. in divers. Ongul. Hun. 
in 2 Matth. c. 18. Iten. Lib. 3. (x) Can. 65. 
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whey we are inform'd, that Baptiſm or an early 
Dedication of our ſelves to God, is now come 
in Place of this painful Rite, whereby we are 
regenerated, obtain Remiſſion of Sin, God's ho- 
ly Spirit, and a Title to be Heirs of Salvation. 
Alſo thoſe of Purification and Annunciation, 
relating to our Saviour's Incarnation, and ex- 
preſling the Piety and Faith of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and of good old Simeon and Anna the Pro- 
pheteſs, do very well deſcrve to be inſerted in 
the Calendar of Holy Days. 

Aſcenſiun- Day is reckoned by St. Augu- 
fine amongſt thoſe ancient Days. which are now 
obſerved all over the World, and which are ſup- 
poſed to have been inſtituted by the Apoſtles 
- themſelves or general Councils. The Church 
bath + from the Beginning of Chriſtianity ſet 
apart this Day for the Commemoration of 
Chriſt's aſcending with our common Nature in- 
to Heaven, and there interceeding for us at the 
right Hand of God, * Theodore ſays, that the 
24tb Pſalm was actually ſung at his Aſcenſion by 
a Choire of Angels, that attended him. When 
the Arians, and ſuch like Hereticks were ſpread 
over the World, and had vented their Blaiphe- 
mies againſt the Myſtery of the Trinity in Uni- 
ty, the Wiſdom of the Church thought it con- 
venient, that tho' the bleſſed Trinity was daily 
commemorated in its publick Offices of Devo- 

tion, yet it ſhould be the more ſolemn Subject 
of one patticular Day's Meditation. 


Since 


x Sc. Uiryle in diem, Otat. 87. Tom. 5. p. 595 
Conſt. Apift. I. 5. c. 18. 

f Ep. 118. | 
Tio PL 24. 


3 
* Since in the firſt Ages of the Primitive 


Church, the Memoires of the Martyrs had their 
Anniverſary Solemnities, we may well think 
that they would not forget the Memory of the 
Apoſtles, (who next to our Saviour) were the 
firſt and chief Founders and Planters of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, which every one of them, except 
Sr. John, ſealed with their Blood: But he was a 
Martyr in Will; for when thrown into boiling 
Oyl, he was miraculouſly preſerved, Of ſuch 
only it is that our Church takes Notice in her 
Calendar of Saints, which admits none but theſe 
of whoſe Saintſhip not the leaſt Doubt can be 
made. For the Church judged it reaſonable to 
do all poſſible Honour to their Memories, who 
with ſuch Chriſtian Gallantry and Heroiciſm laid 


down their Lives for their Religion, partly that 


others might be encouraged to the like Patience 
and Fortitude; and partly that Virtue given in 
this World might not want its Reward: m A 
practice doubtleſs very ancient, and probably 


founded upon St. Pauls Exhortation to the He- 


brews, who to encourage them to Conſtancy in 
the Faith, adviſes them ts remember thoſe who 
had the Rule over them, and who had ſpoken 
unto them the Word of God; whoſe Faith fol- 
low, confidering the End of their Converſation. 
In which place St. Paul is thought chiefly to hint 
at the Martyrdom of St. James, the firſt Biſhop 
of Jert:/alem, who not long before had laid down 
his Life for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, the Eye- 

| GC Wit» 
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Witneſſes () of the Svfferings of St. Ignatius, 
publiſhed the Day of his Martydom, that the 
Church of Antioch might meet rogether at that 
Time to celebrate the Memory of ſuch a valiaant 
Combatant and Martyr of Chriſt, The Church 
of Smyrna gave an Account of St. (|) Polycarp's 

Martyrdom (which was A. D. 168) and of the 
Place where they had entomb'd his Bones, and 
withal profeſſing, that they would aſſemble in 
that Place, and celebrate the Birth Day of his 
Martyrdom with Joy and Gladneſs. Theſe Days 
were called the Days of their Nativity, whereon 
they were freed from the Pains and Sorrows of a 
troubleſome World, and born again to the Joys 
and Happineſs of an endleſs Life. Theſe Solem- 
nities (ſays * Tertullian) were yearly and ſtriQ- 
ly celebrated, ſo that it was thought Prophane- 
neſs to be abſent from the Chriſtian Aſſemblies 
upon theſe Occaſions, The Memory of all other 
pious Perſons is celebrated together upon the 
Feſtival of all Saints, which our Reformers chuſe 
in the place of a great many Martyrs Days, 
which had grown too numerous and cumberſome 
to the Church, which now celebrates All-Saints, 
returning her Thanks to God for their holy and 
exemplary Lives, and begging that we may 
come to thoſe unſpeakable Joys, which God 
has provided for all them that unteignedly love 
him thro? Jeſus Chriſt. : 


One 


(*) Act Martyr Ignar.c. 7. v. 52. () Eulen. Chron: 
ad An. 768. (*) de Coron. Milit. c. 3. p. 202, (x) Eu- 
ſeb. devit, Conftrri. I. 4. c. 23. p. 536. St. Ba ſil. Ep. 
336. Tom, 3. p. 228. 
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One Day is ſet a part for returning Thanks 


to God, tor the many Benefits the Church hath 
received by the Miniſtry of holy Angels. And 
becauſe St. Michael is recorded in Scripture as an 
Angel ot great Power and Dignity, and as pre- 
ſiding and watchiag over the Church of God, 
with a peculier Vigilance and Application, and 
triumphing () over the Devil, it therefore 
beats his Name. 1 
However, if any Doubt be made of the ori- 
ginalInſtitutious ofHoly Days, St. * Auguſtine's 
golden Kule may well take Place here, that 
what ſocver the univerſal Church holds, and 
always has done; if it appear not to have been 
decreed by any Councils, is moſt rightly be- 
lieved to have been delivered by the Authority 
of the Holy Apoſtles themſelves: So that all 
ancient and general Uſages, whoſe Beginnings 
are unknown, are by this Rule to be reſolved 
into an Apoſtolical Inſtitution; which is War- 
rant enough for the Obſervation of any other 
Feaſts or Faſts of our Church, of whoſe Origi- 
nal we have no Account. Now, ſince Chriſt 
himſelf, who at his Departure hence aſſured his 
Apoſtles, That all Power was given to him in 
Heaven and in Eartb, + did delegate and com- 
mit at leaſt fo much of it to them and their 
Succeſſots, as was neceſſary for the regulating 
and governivg of his Church, which he had en- 


One CA truſte d 
ron. (t) Dan. 10. 13. Jude v. 9. Rev. 12, 7. 

) Eu- * De Baptiſ. cont. Por at. Quod unive tſa thenet ec- 
il. Ep. clefia. nec coneil'is inſtttutum, {cd fender re: entuni Eft, 


vec niſi autoritate apoſtolica traditum rectiſſiuie ereditut. 
T St. Mat, C. 28. V. 18, avgd 20, 
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truſted with them in his Abſence, and promiſed 
to be with them 1n the Adminiſtration, to the 
End of the World, what need any Queſtion be 
made either o: the Authority or awfulneſs of 
ſuch Holy Days, as our Church recommends to 
our Obſervance, fince ſhe has Power by Virtue 
of the ſaid Commiſſion, to ſet apart and inſti- 
tute any other Days, to holy and religious Ul- 
es, that ſhe ſhall ſee very good Reaſon for? 
Thus the national or municipal Holy Days of 
the Fiſth of November, the 3oth of Fanuary, 
and the 29th of May, are appointed as publick 
Memorials of the various and moſt remarkable 
Providences of Almighty God to the Church 
and State, either in a Way of Mercy, to excite 
our moſt ſolemn Thankſgiving ; or in a Way 
of Judgment, to humble us tor our Sins, and 
ſignify the publick Expreſſions of our Repen- 
tance, by Weeping, Faſting and Praying. As 
to the Lawfulneſs then of keeping Holy Days, 
I may ſay with St. Auguſtine, + that it is the 
moſt unreaſonable Madneſs in the World, to 
think that is not rightly done, which is practi- 
ſed by the univerſal Church. Notwithſtang this, 
there are in our Age ſprung up a Generation 
of Men, of heady, ungovernable, factious, di- 
viding Spirits; that like the Ariaus of old (a 
Brain ſick Sort of Hereticks ) will neither faſt 
or feaſt with our Church; but are diſſatisfied 
with every Thing ſhe does, and call every 
Thing into Queſtion, which ſhe either recom- 
meds or enjoins, tho' never ſo innocent _ 
| juſti- 
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T Ep. I 18. 
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1 
juſtifiable in it ſelf, They are always finding 
Fault, and ſtart Scruples to gratify themſelves: 
For Inftance, they will not allow the Obferva- 
tion of our Holy Days to be lawful, tho' there 
is no Prohibition of them in Scripture, which 
is enough to make them lawful; for where 
there is no Law, either commanding or forbid- 
ding, there can be no Tranſgreſſion, and con- 


ſequently that muſt be lawful which is under no 


Prohibition. | | | 

St. Paul (x) ſays, But if any Man ſeem to 
be contentious,we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the . 
Churches of GOD. * Now according to St. f Feronz 
and other Fathers, it is as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, 
Theſe Things that we obſerve, that are not 
written, but handed down by Tradition, that 
are obſerved over all the World, are under- 
ſtood to be given hy the Apoſtles themſelves, 
or by full Councils, whoſe Authority in the 
Church is ſalutary, and their Decrees ought to 
be obſerved. Now, every true * Member of 
the Catholick Church, muſt obſerve the true 
Worſhip, as appointed by the Church, who 
muſt appoint the Manner and Times of Wor- 
ſhip. Certainly then, he who negleAs to ob- 
ſerve the Rites and Times conſtituted by the 
whole Church in all Ages, and at all Times, is 
a very undutiful Son of the Church. Without 

| C3 Church 


x 1 Cor. ut. v. 16. 
Ep. ad Jan. | 
+ Lactan. de cultu. : 
* Dr. Beverege Theſaur. Theol, v. 4. P. 168. eien 
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Church Unity (ſays St. + Cyprian) there would be 
no inheriting the Kingdom ot GOD. I pray 
God then open the Eyes of all that have erred 
or deceived, that they may receive Salvation 
in the Boſom of the Church, according to God's 
covenanted Mercies: But in tie Matters of 
Worſhip upon ſtated Holy Days, our Church 
comes neareſt to the Apoſtles, and pureſt + gs 
of Chriſtianity. Was the Chriſtian Religion 
indeed to be mended aſter it came Cut of the 
Hands of Chriſt and his A p-.ſ{tles, and the Work 
expreſly left to the Reaſoners of latter Lays, 


ſomething might be ſaid for our modern Refi- 


ners; but all the mending I know of late, has 
been only making Holes in the Creed and Cou- 
ſtitution of our Church; and that ſome Free- 
thinkers, by the Help of clear ideas, have 
made a Shift to reaſon themiclves clearly out 
of all Goſpel Myſtery, and the very Canon of 
the Scripture it ſelf ; which cannot be proven 


and aſcertained without the Tradition of the 


holy Fathers, who have told us plainly who 
were the Authors of the Canon, and of what 
Books it conſiſted; and have we any Reaſon 
to doubt of their Ingenuity, in telling us what 
Holy Days the Church from the Beginning 
kept, and after what Manner, conform to the 
general Pradice: But not having Time to 
enlarge upon this Topick, I entreat the lear- 
ned Reader to peruſe Dr. Boez's elaborate Trea- 


tiſe upon Tradition, and Mr. Reeves learned 


Preface to the Apologies of Juin Martyr, &c. 
where 


— 


De Unit. Ecclef, p. 184, 
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where tliis Matter is cleared beyond Exception, 
and the unhappy Conſequences ſhewn, of light- 
ly departing from the Senſe of the Catholick 
Writers in the pureſt Ages of the Church. On- 
ly I beg Leave to inſiſt upon a Topick, that has 
not been handled in this Controverſy, whach 
has immediately occurred to my Thoughts, 
and deſerves to be noticed in this Place. 

If ancient Tradition be not regarded for the 
Obſervation of Holy Days, what have we for 
repeating the Creeds, thoſe Summaries of the 
common Faith. I own, that theſe neceſſary 
Loctrines and Principles may be deduced from 
Scripture; but thenl ſay, we have the Creeds 
no where collected into one, or the Miniſter 
ordered to haptize Perſons into the Faith com- 
priſed in the Apoſtles Creed; and yet this has 
been the conſtant Practice of the Church, and 
handed down from ancient Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion. Keep ( ſay St. (x) Paul) the Ordinances, as 
I delivered th:m unto you. Hold the Traditions 
which ye bave been taught, whether by Word or 
our Epiſtle. Withdraw your ſelves from every 
Brother that walketh diſorderly, and not after the 
Tradition which he received of us, | 
Thus the Form of Confeſſion called the A- 

poſtles Creed, is taken out of the Catechiſm 
of St. Cyril, who about the Year 350, was Ca- 
techiſt in the Church of Feruſalem, and after- 
wards Biſhop of it, and being thoſe Expreſ- 
ſions, All Things viſible and inviſibla, add whe 


ſpake by the Prophets, which ſome think he = 
e 


— 
— 


2 


(x) 1 Cor. c. 11. v. z. 2 Thel. c. 2. v 15. and 3 v. 6. 
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ded to it. It is by all 3 Men believed to 
be the very individual Creed, which was in the 
Church of Jeruſalem (the Mother of all Chur- 
ches) from the very firſt Foundation thereof. 

Socrates ſets down the Creed of the Church 
of Alexandria, as it was produced in the Conn- 
cil of Nice; of this Church st. Mark was the 
firſt Biſhop. R«finns gives an Account of the 
Confeſſion of the Church of A4quilezz, that is the 
ſame with the ancient Roman Creed, excepting 
that it had not theſe Words, He deſeend:d into 
Hell. 

Euſebius produced a Formulary that he recei- 
ved from his Predeceſſors, which was admitted 
in the Council of Nice; but for the better Con- 
fatation of the Arian Hereſy, that denied 
Chrſt's Divinity, the Fathers altered it: 
And becauſe of the Macedonian Hereſy, 
which denied the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the ſecond Council which met at Conſtantinople, 
altered it into that Form, which our Church 
hath ordered to be faid in the Communion Of- 
fice, becauſe tho? it differs in Words from the 
Nicen Confeſſion, yet it is the very ſame in Senſe 
and Truth, alſo it was ratified by the Third 
general Council Epheſus, and by the Fourth 
Council at Chalcedon. Now, tho' theſe. 
Creeds contain nothing, but what may be found 
in the new Teſtament; yet I ſay, that bapti- 
zing into thoſe Formularies, is an Uſage that 
proceeds from the ancient practice of the Church, 
which is the Pillar and Ground of Truth; to 
which 1 might add, that in thoſe Ages Miracles 
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had not ceaſed; particularly the third general 


Cd uacil at Epheſus declares, that the holy Fathers 
aſſembled together in the Council of Mee, were 
inſpiced with the Holy Spirit. 


en ſhould not be raſh then in condemning 


Councils and Fathers, and their uninterrupted 
Practices, in Obſervation of Holy Days, as ſu- 


petſtitious, eſpecially when grounded upon Pra- 


Qicz. But let us take Care to ſubmit our pri- 
vate Sentiments to the Judgment of the Church, 
and not oppoſe our private Opinions to the pub- 
lick Doctrine and conſtant Practice. It was a 


memorable Diſcourſe of St. Paul to the (b) Corin= 
thians, when he had been delivering his judg- 


ment about long Hair, and ſuch other Matters 
of Decency, to the Reaſons he gives of his Judg- 


ment in thoſe Affairs, he ſubjoins theſe Words; 
But if any Man ſeem to ke contentious, we have no 
ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God, As if 
he had (id, If the Reaſons I give prevail not _ 
with you, yet the Practice of the Church is with — 
me, and the Cuſtom of the Church ought to be 
ſufficient to rule ſuch a Caſe. Upon this Sub- 
ject * Tertullian ſays, That where all agree in one 


Tving, thatis no Error but a Tradition, The ol- 
der the Obſer vazion of Holy Days can be pro- 


ved to be, it muſt needs be the truer, and ac- 


cordingly Ceferves the greater Veneration from 
us, as coming nearer the Fountain of Evangeli- 
cal Truth and Divine Revelation: So that he 
who talks of more clear Light of the latter 


Times, 


1 


| £9) E026, Thad 


4 


* Quoed ab omnibus unum, non erratum, ſed tradi- 
tum ett. 
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Times, and clearer Diſcoveries in Religion, talks 
as fooliſhly, as he that ſhould affirm, he could 
diſcern Things better a Mile's Diſtance, than 
| the Man that hath as good Eyes as himſelf, and 
| yet ſtood cloſe by the Object: And certainly, 
| Holy Days have been derived from the firſt - 
and pureſt Times of Chriſtianity; and handed 
down by thoſe, who certainly had the beſt Ad- 
vantage of knowing their Congruity to ſacred 
| Writings, and Practice in the Church from the 
very Beginning; and who would never unani- 
movſly agree in, or ſubmit to what was con- 
trary to Law. 
Mr. + Calvin ſays, now in all ſuch Things 
as are not determined by the Word of God, 1 
i, am of St. Auguſtin's Opinion, that the Cuſtoms || 
a of the People of God, and the Coniſtitutions of 
Th our Anceſtors are to be obſerved as a Law: 
1 So likewiſe the external Rites of the Church are 
1 in the Power of the Church. By the help of * 
Up f decent Rites we are ſtirred up to Piety. He re- 
i; gretes the taking away of holy Days in his ab- 
ſence. Mr, Luther alſo ſays, + That holy Days 
ſhould be decently obſerved, The Church does 
prey in her Prayers, Tbat we being ſtirred up by 
the Ezamples of the Saints, may imitate the Virtue 
of their Paſſion, and does ſing what great Torments 
| _ the Saints did ſuffer, that they waight ſecurely come“ 
| to the Crown of Martyrdom. From which Words 
and Songs of the Church, we underſtood the 
Feſtivals of the Saints, their Memorials, &c. 


_— 
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But 


1 Verſipeliam* Inſt. I. 4. c. 10. 8 30. 
Ep. 85. de vera Eccl, refor. Ep. $i. 
t Witrenab. Conſel. & Mig. by Luther. 


1 
Bit it is objected, chat St. Paul ſays, | ye ob- 
ſerve Days and Months, and Times and Years, 
Jam afraid of you, and leaſt I have beſtowed 
4p you Labour in Vain. 
To this L anſwer, That it relates to the Ob- 

J. fervat ion of the Fewihh Days, Rites and Cere- 
mouse, but relates nothing co Chriſtian “* 
Feſtivals. 

The other Objection is, Let no Man judge 

| you in Meat, and Drink, or in Reſpe of a Holy- 

Day, or of the New- Moon, or of the Sabbath- 

| Days. + here it is plain, That theſe are men- 

tioned as the Jewiſh Cerimomes, only Types 

of Chriſtianity; and therefors to be laid aſide 
in the Times of Chriſtianity, * 

q. Bat i! any will quarrel with our Holy days, 
becauſa they have been abuſed by the Papiſtt, 
this is 2 trifling Objection, for it every Thing | : 
that either is, or hath been abuſed, muſt be 1 
preſently diſowned and rejected; then we 41 
muſt put out the Sun, if we can, or deny our | 
ſelves the Benefit and Comfort of tis refreſh- 
ing Beams, and not ſuffer it to Shine upon 

J. us, but run all into the Shade, nnd affect 

nothing but Twilicht, or a Melancholy glim- 

mering Darkneſs (the true Emblem of Eutbu- 
ge. faſm)) becauſe it has been abuſed to Idolatry. 

We maſt ſtave all Hogſheads of Wine, Canary 
and 49, and Barrels of Malt Liquor, becauſe 
they have been abuſed to Drukenneſs. We 


it muſt 


7 Gal. C. 4. v. o. ix. * Col. 2. 26. Vid origin. 
& omnes ſanctos Patres & Eſtium in locum. * Tertul. 
adver, Plych, * Col. 2. 16 
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muſt throw away our very Bibles, becauſe 
they have been, and are ſtill wreſted and 
perverted, as well by Sefaries, as Papiſls. 
. Nay, we mult put out our very Eyes, becauſe 
ſome have abuſed them to Luſt and Wanton- 
neſs: So at this Rate, I know nothing that we 
can keep and enjoy, but what is ſome way or 
other been ſubject to Abuſes. Is not Religion 
and Chriſtianity it ſelf every Day abuſed by 
ſome or other; what then? Muſt we all upon 
this Score, ſet up for Atheiſts, and turn Turks 
and Infidels ? Muſt we be zealous for no Reli- 
gion, or Bangorian Sincerity, and renounce 
the Chriſtian Religion? muſt we deny our 
Faith in the bleſſed Trinity, beauſe it is 
My fterious, and beyond the reach of our fini - 
te Capacities, tho' clearly revealed in the 
holy Scriptures ? I hope not; let us then but 
purge and take away the Abuſes, and reſtore 
Things to their Right, proper and primitive 
Uſes, and all will be well enough, which the 
Church has taken ſufficiently Care of, in 
purging us from all ſuperſtitious Ceremonies. 
Neither is the Number of the Holy-days great, 
nor our Attendance inconſiſtent with our 
worldly Affairs, for if. the Service and Wor- 
ſhip of GOD be duly-Attended, it wll pro- 
mote our ſecular Affairs, obtfin a ſure Bleſ- 
ſing, and become the more comfortable to us. 

3dly, In the third Place, the Holy-days are 


not only lawful, but upon ſeveral weighty 


Accounts very uſeful. They are Teſtimonies 
of dur Thanktulneſs to Almighty mo for 
| VLETcles 
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Mercies and Benefits received. By Feſtiva 
lemnities and Set-days, we dedicate and ſactiſie 
to God the Memory ot his Benefits, left unthak- 
ful Forgetfulnes thereof did creep upon us in 
Courſe of Time, N | 
> * They are publick Profeſſions + of Chriſti- 
anity, and conduce very much to the Splendor 
and outward Dignity of our Religion. They are 
torcible Witneſſes of ancient Truth, they pro- 
voke to good Works, and to the Exerciſe of all 
Pietyand Virtue. They ſet before us the nobleſt 
Examples, and are excellent Helps. of Devo- 
| tion, They are Prelibations and Shadows of 
, | our endleſs Felicity in Heaven; and on the 
; Earth is the moſt generally legible and obvi- 
e ous Regiſters of the moſt agreeable Paſlages of 
I Chriſtianity, ſuited and fitted to the meaneſt 
e | Capacity, of the meaneſt, moſt ſimple and 
5 
- 
2 


— 


moſt vulgar Chriſtians; which make up by 

far the greateſt Number, and ought therefore 

moſt carefully to be provided for, They are 
6 the illiterate and plain Man's Catechiſm ; his 
artificial Memory to bring to mind the chief 
|. Things that were performed by, or happened 
r | to our Saviour : They contain the whole Hiſ- 
tory of our Redemption, the ſeveral Steps 
„and Degrees by which it was effected and per- 
co | feed. They are the Chriſtian Man's Phyla- 
: cteries; and were it not for the Obſervation 
= | 0 thoſe:Days, I am verily perſwaded, Thouſ- 
y ands of the moſt ordinary ſort of People, had 


4 : never 


T A Hermon upon toly - Days by Philip Brown Lon- 
es en printed 1684. * St. Auguſt. de Civit deu J. 1. c. 4. 
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never come to the Knowledge of many 


principal Thinge, tbat concern the Chriſtian 
Religion ; or underſtood any Thing of tlie 
Lives, Examples and greateſt Acts of the 
Apoſtles ; or indeed that ever there were any 
ſuch Men in the World, as thoſe whoſe Names 
and Deeds are tranſmitted and conveyed to 
them by the mere Obſervation of theſe Days, 
which are ancient Monuments, and Records 


of Chriſtianicy, and 'tis Inſtitution and Pro- 


greſs. And I may freely ſay, That in what- 
ever Place they are diſuſed or profanely ab- 
ſerved, there groſs Ignorance, and Hcorefics 
prevail, there the Principles ofChriſtiznity are 
neglected, and the whimſical Notions of Men 
ſpread their Contagion, to the Neglect of imi- 
tating Chriſt and the whole Army of Martyrs, 
in bringing forth good Works meet for Repen- 
tance, and only leaning upon a broken Reed 
of miſtaken Words, Viz. Grace, Election, &c, 
Whereas, if we hope for Grace, Election, Cc. 
we muſt earneſtly purſue the Means of Grace 
and Salvation, by doing the Will of our Hea- 
yenly Father, by continuing in every good 


and perfect Work: + But Thanks be to GOD, 


who gi veth us the Victory thro' Jeſus (Hriſt 
our Lord. Therefore ( ſays the / poſtle) Be 5e 
ftedfaft immoveable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know, that 
your Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
The Collects, Epiſtles and Go pels ſuffici- 


5 


435 


— 


* 


ently ſet forth, and explain the Uſe of the 


Holy- 


Car, 1 5 77. 


* 


the Church has appointed, and by our good 


than that we ſhould embrace and make uſe of 
every Opportunity that the Church puts in 


ever ( having no lawful, juſt Impediment, or 


47 2 

Holy-days, So I come to ſhew what Reſpe& 
ought to be paid to them. Surely it they be fo 
uſetulas I have ſhown, they may well chal- 
Jenge our Regard, and we ought upon that 
Account to ſet no ſmall Value upon them; 
fiance the holy Church hata ſet them apart, 
and taken them out of the Heap of Common- 
days, and advanced them into a higher Rank 
and Order, to ſerve more excellent Purpoſes 
we ought to pay that Honour to them, that 


Example procure others to do the like, That fo 
making our Light ſhine before Men, and other 


ſeeing our good Works, they may glorify our Hea- 


ven Father in the publick Service and Worſhip 


of him, | | 

Let me then exhort all to the conſtant Ob- 
ſervance of ſo lawful, fo uſeful, ſo honourable 
and commendable a Service, as the Obſerva- 
tion of ſuch Holy-days as our Church appoints. 
+ Our Saviour that bids us, Pray always and 
nor to Faint, * and St. Paul who bids us, 
Pray without cealing ; mean no leſs ſurely, 


our Hands of ſo doing. It is a notable ſay- 
ing of S. Aug uſtin, F All they that own them- 
ſelves the Sons of the Church, will rightly obſerve 
the Feſtival of the Church; con'equently whoſo- 


reaſonable Canſe to the contrary ) does not duly 
and rigbtly obſerve the Holy days, ) whatſoever 
be may pretend) be is no true Son of the —_— 
Did 


1 Si. Luke 18. 1. 1 Thel. 5. 17, + Szrm. 233. 
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Lo. | bis Saints and Martyrs, upon ſet Times and 
ls} annual Revolutions; leſt thoſe Perſons aud 
1 Things ſhould be utterly forgotten, that ovgirr 
1 to be had in everlaſting Remembrance. GOD 


— 
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Did ever any doubt, but that a Church might 
- appoint Days to be dedicated to the Von Ih 
of GOD? Is not this a Chriſtian Duty, and 
do we not obſerve Thankſgivings and Fails 
daily appointed, by Churches and Chiili.zn 
Aſſemblies. | 
Now I ſhall make a Repetition of what 
has been ſaid upon the Obſervation of Holy- 


days, that we may faſhion our Minds by 


- glorious Patterns. It has always been eſteemed _ 


a pious and prudent Appointment in all tre 


j 

b- 
At Churches, ancient and modern, to ſoleninze 
* the Memorial of Chriſt's moſt beneficial A cli- 


ons and Paſſion, with the imitable Virtues of 


hath appointed weekly, and his Church annual 


- Witneſſes of our Redemption, to preſerve a 


Wagld , and that we might conſider, and joy- 


1 ö fully acknowledge each particular Mercy. 
mb The Lord's Day for Inftance, is a Time to 


| be celebrated with great Expreſſions ot Joy. as 
being the happy Memorial of Chriſt's Kc ſur- 


| holy Feſtivals which we Celebrate, have all 


terence 


Commemorations of the Myſteries, Means and 


| | ation to the ever bleſſed Jeſus; and there- 
; | | Jore they ought to be clothed with thoſe ex- 
ernal Robes of Holineſs, whereby their Dif- 


[ 


folemn Memory of thoſe ineſtimable Benefits, | 
4 which by Chriſt himſelf, or any of his bleſſed 
ih Inſtruments GOD hath beſtowed upon the 


q TreQion from the dead. Alſo the- reſt of the 


11. ( .e 


[ 
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ference from other Days may be made ſenſible; 


We + begin our Eccleſiaſtical Year, with the 


glorious Annunciation of his Birth by angeli- 


cal Embaſſage. Hereunto are added his ble- 
ſed Nativity it felt, the Myſtery of his legal 
Circumciſion, the Teſtification ot his true In- 


_ carnation by the Purification of her, who 
brought him into the World; his Reſurrection 


and Aſcenſion into Hezven ; the admirable 
ſending down of his Spirit upon his cholen 


and which ( conſequently enſued ) the Notice 


of that incomprehenſible Trinity, thereby 
given to the Church of GOD. Again, (foraf- 
much as we know that Chriſt hath not 
only been maniteſted great in himſelf, 
but great in other his Saints alſo; fo 
that the Days of their departure out of this 


Earth, are reputed by the Church, as the 


Birth and Coronation Days of Kings and Em- 
perors: Therefore eſpecial Choice being made 
of the very Flower of all Occaſions in this Kind, 
there are annual Times ſelected to meditate 
upon Chriſt glorified in them, which had the 


Honour to ſuffer for his Sake. If then the Me- 


mory of the Saints are precious to GOD, cer- 
tainly they ought tobe alſo to us, and it can- 
not but be thonght highly reaſonable, that thoſe 
excellent Perſons, who by their Piety and 


Patience, their Charity and Zeal made them» 


ſelves Venerable whilſt they lived, ſhould 
now have their Memories celebrated through- 
out the Chriſtian World, iu finitely beyond the 
Gloties of an — or the I riumphs of a 


NOW * 
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w nf y of Car, It is true, as the beſt 
Andulef lleſt Things may be perverted to bad 
Purpoſes; ſo theſe anniverſary Commemora- 
tions, tho in their primitive Inſtitution they 
ug Were highly reaſonable * and commendable, | 
"why ot thro the Folly and Dotage of Men, they 1 4 
were in the Time of Sopher made to miniſter 
to great Superſtition and Idolatry. Hence 
ſpꝛfung the Doctrine and Practice of Invocati- 
8 0a i Saints, and the Virgin Mary; which 
Peracticę robs GOD of his divine Prerogatives, 
aſcribiſig theſe to the Creatures: But thee 
Things were utterly unknown to the Simpli- 
eity of pure and better Times ; and therefore 
can be no juſt Exception againſt our annual 
Solemnities, For on thoſe Days that derive 
their Names from ſome principal Action or 
© -, Paſſion of our Saviour, all the Devotion is 
dane to bim whoſe Name the Day beareth - As | 
for the others which are called by the Name of | 
ſome Saint, Martyr, Evangeliſt, or Apoſtle, no | 
religious Devotion or Worſhip is paid to the Crea- 
ture, whoſe Name the Day beareth, but (4) to 
| their and our Lord, whoſe ſpecial Benefits de- 
| . rived to his Church by thoſe excellent Convey- 
[ ances of his Bounty and Mercy, are upon ſuch 
i anniverſary Solemaities recounted and grateful- 
| ly acknowledged. In thoſe Days which concern | 
a the bleſſed Virgin Mary, we honour Chriſt | 
j |. whom ſhe bare. In St. Jobn Baptiſt's Day we | 
| - honour Chriſt whoſe Forerunner he wan. In 


I - 
= the Martyr's Days we honour Chriſt, whoſe 
| in | Mar. 
| 


| * * * Vid. Ech. Matt. PIycatg. t die Auguft. wg. 


vit Del. 


ſtles we honour Chriſt, whoſe Witneſſes they 


Wa Durandus de Mit : , 
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Martyrs they were: On the Days of the Apo. 


were appointed; and in the Evangeliſts Days, 


we honour Chriſt, whoſe Amanuenſis they were; 
So that on all thoſe Days we glorify God. We 


deify not Saints, for they (Y) are not to be ho- 


noured with any Worſhip, either of Invocation 
or Adoration, but only with Love and Imita- 
tion, We give Thanks to Almighty God 
for his Graces in them; Particularly, that the 
were made Inſtruments of revealing to us 
Chriſt Jeſus,and the way of Salvation, as the Apo- 
ſtles were by their preaching throughout the 
World. Thus are we obliged to act out of a 
religious Obſervance to Chriſtian Diſcipline, and 
to expreſs our Reverence to God, in thoſe 
Ways and Methods, which he in his incompre- 
henſible Wiſdom and Goodneſs hath preſcribed. 


t is therefore the important Concern oi all 


Perſons, diligently to obſerve in a prudent Man- 
ner thele ſet Times and ſolemu Anniverſaries of 
Devotion; for there is none, but is remarkably 


expreſſive of ſome peculiar Virtue, as the whole = 
Scheme together engages us to be univerſally 
holy, in all Manner of Converſation ; therefore 


let us hallow thoſe Days ſet apart for God's Ser · 
vice, and ſuit the Air and Temper of our Minds 


| to the Occaſions of Joy and Sorrow, The Lord's 


Day being a Remembrance of a great and un- 
ſpeakable Bleſſing, muſt be a Day of Joy, Feſti- 
vity, Spiritual Rejoicing and Thankſgiving, for 


the ſpecial Bleſſing we then remember, Like- 


wiſe thoſe Days that are ſet apart in Memory of _ 


3 
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the bleſſed Saints are to ne ſpent in meditating 
on thoſe Examples of holy Life they have given 


us, and in ſtirring up our ſelves to the Imitation 
thereof. The Days of Faſting and tumiligtian 


we are to obſet ve in ſuch Manner as the Cinch 
dires, that is, in humbling our ſelves hetwr e 
God, and confeſling our bins, in cealiny to do 
evil, and learning to do well, in exercting, our 
ſeives in Works of Mercy, and in ont dite 


buting our Bread to the Hungry, in cCaſfiug off 


the Works of Darkneſs, and putting ou the At - 
mour of Light. | 
And now upon the whole, every one most 
needs acknowledge it a very great Mercy, that 
we have theſe ſet Times annually returning to 
trimouvr Lamps, and dreſs our Souls for Eterni— 
ty. For a Man cannot after a ſtate of Sin com- 
mence inſtantly a Saint: The conſtant Habit ©) 
well doing is not got without the Repetition of 
doing well, neither can Virtue be made perfect; 
but by copſtant and repeated Acts of Viitne or- 
ten practiſed. Therefore God and his Church 


have appointed holy Intervals, and have appr o- 


priated Portions of our Time tor Religion, that 
we may de called off from the World, and remem- 
ber the End of our Cication;and that we may do 
Honour to God, and think of Heaven with hear- 
ty Purpoſes and reſolute Endeavours to get thi- 
ther. Now, whoever does wprigatty ier ime 
jeif to make theſe Uſes ofthe feveral holy Days, 
will have Cauſe by the Benefits hc ſhall reap from 
them, to magnify, praiſe, and adore his Cod, 
while he hasa Being. | 
No, to God the Father, God the Son, and Cod 


the Hely Gbef, be aſcribed as is mc ft due, all honour, 


Glory and Praije hence ſorib, an for everniere, Amen. 


„ 


